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The trainer is tightening the girth It is like a
belt. It goes around under the horse.The R K
letters is the brand mark.It is there to help

identify the horse. Horses also put the heads
down like that when they sleep.

They can sleep standing up.
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The trainers, owners and jockeys are talking about
their plan for a race af Doomben. Right beside
t+hem is a special area. Tt is known as the mounting

yard or parade ring.

An old word for it is the birdcage. A long, long,
long time ago in Melbourne the high fences around

this type of area made it look like a cage.
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The clerks-of-the course are on thejr grey horses.
They are there to help.You will see them beside

horse as they travel to the start.Some racehorses

settle down and relqx more if they have this
company.The clerks are wearing red safety vests.

If a horse €scapes, they try to catch it After the

race one of the clerks escorts the winner back.
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It is time for the jockeys to be legged aboard their

mounts.

The strappers who lead them are wearing big bibs.
The number showing is the same as the one on the
saddlecloth.

A steward makes sure the parade is in number

order. Here yon can see +he numbers 45,6 and

7 The people at the fence have come to watch the
# behaviour of the horses and see if they like the way

they look. %
+
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The excitement is building. The
photographers are busy.

The dark grass in the middle of the

picture behind horse

number 10 is where the winner
comes back to at Doomben
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A musical fanfare is sometfimes played on very

special days to lef people know that the race is

coming up very soon.

At a Teddy Bears' Picnic Race Day, Lucky George
had a go at playing the trumpet.

-

7

BRISBANE




